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are obliged to put the question to.the whole people,
" Shall the Great Council be dissolved or no ?" If
the people reply in the affirmative, the Council is
ipso facto dissolved, and a new election takes place.
"This device," says Mr. Lowell, "has not, however,
proved to be of much importance. Formerly it was
sometimes used, and in one case, at least, with suc-
cess ; but owing to the shortening of the periods for
which the councils are elected, and the general
introduction of the referendum, it is practically
obsolete."l

Another method of getting rid of the Great Council
is occasionally tried. In every cantonal constitution,
except Geneva, the people have the right of demand-
ing a total revision of the constitution. The law in
most cases provides that if the people decide in the
affirmative, the Great Council must dissolve, as a sort
of penalty for driving the people to extreme mea-
sures and not anticipating the general wish. A new
Council is then elected to carry out the revision.
This exceptional method was last tried in Ticino in
1890. As a rule, however, the life of the Legislature
is measured by the constitution, and not by the
exigencies of politics. The Executive2 is usually
elected for the same term as the Legislature, and
generally consists of five or seven members.3 It is
of the nature of a business committee of the Legis-
lature, and each member has charge of a separate
department.

1  Lowell, p. 230.

2  Called sometimes Conseil d'Etat, sometimes Kleine Rath, and
Begierungsrath,

3  In Berne, of nine,